An Interview With LeGrand Richards
Back in the late 1970's Mormon President Spencer W. Kimball announced that he had received a
supposed revelation from God that "the time had finally come" to allow the Black man to hold the
Mormon priesthoods which had been denied them since the early days of the church's history.
Informed observers of the Mormon Church suspected that pressures forced the leadership to change the
policy. However, the primary focal point of the pressure did not come from the ACLU, NAACP or
even the Federal Government, but rather from within the church itself. These observers looked to the
south seeing Brazil as a real pressure point at the time. The LDS church had great successes in Brazil in
the 70's in gaining converts, but that has raised great difficulties as well. Many of the Brazilians have
Negro blood in their veins -- far more than the prohibitive "one drop" spoken of by Brigham Young
and other leaders. With the opening of the Brazilian temple in 1978, the local Patriarchs in Brazil were
apparently clamoring for something concrete to get them out of the obvious difficulty they were in.
All the speculation in the world does no good when it comes from sources outside of the "inner circle."
But, the world was greeted with a Watergate-like stonewalling of silence from the top leadership
concerning the details of what happened and why. That is, until LeGrand Richards was interviewed in
August by Wesley P. Walters and Chris Vlachos. Surprisingly, Mr. Richards spoke freely about the
why's and wherefore's of the decision making processes involved. This document reproduces the
resulting correspondence between Mr. Richards and Mr. Vlachos which confirms that the "revelation"
was nothing more than a carefully thought out expediency to solve a problem that the leadership knew
would never go away.
So, after being out of print for a quarter century, on the following pages from the tract of the same
name published in 1978, are the letter exchanges between Chris Vlachos and Mormon Apostle
LeGrand Richards confirming the details of that famous encounter. Mr. Walters openly had his
cassette recorder on during the interview so he wouldn’t be distracted by taking notes. Although I no
longer have a copy of that cassette, an exact transcript is now available at several internet locations.
You can read it for yourself on line at: http://www.lds-mormon.com/legrand_richards.shtml amongst
other places.

